
 

 

 

 

 

Tom Karas 

Territory Manager   Harvest Energy Solutions 

MN  Office     517-962-9759 

3171 309th Ave NW Cambridge, MN 55008 

Email: tkaras@harvestenergysolutions.com 

   

To: MN Dept. of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources  

Re:  Comments- October 1,2013 VOST workshop 

Thank you for the opportunity to be involved in this very important process undertaken with great diligence and 
determined dedication by the DER staff and others.  I will make only a brief comment in overview of this process and its 
potential implications. 

Beware of unintended consequences. 

An example of the above comment would be in the oversight of the Return on Investment equation that is the basis for 
nearly all decisions about participating in solar energy.  The creation of a buy all – sell all relationship appears to be a 
fine vehicle development of distributed solar energy.  However, as the transaction itself turns the member of the public 
from a net exporter of solar to a gross provider of solar, the tax implication changes dramatically.  As the gross revenue 
becomes taxable income, its negative impact on the personal ROI of the hopeful participant cannot be ignored and 
should be included in VOST calculations. 

Again, thank you for this opportunity and I look forward to everyone’s continued valuable contribution to this process 
to bring an enhanced solar energy economy to Minnesota. 

Tom Karas 
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